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Abstract

Society suffers different types of violence, among which we find the
mistreatment of domestic animals, facts that due to their nature have
remained unpunished for a long time due to different aspects such as:
considering animals as things lacking legal protection, the application
of pecuniary sanctions and light custodial sentences for the
perpetrators of different conducts ranging from abandonment to the
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death of the animal. The methodology to be used is the bibliographic
review of recent publications and documents with the different legal
norms of each country related to the subject. The method used is
descriptive-argumentative, the collection of information starts with
the use of databases, Radalyc, Proquest and Scopus. The results
obtained are shown in the table of the analysis of infractions, sanctions
and penalties in Latin America for animal abuse. The conclusions
show that animal abuse in Latin America is one of the biggest problems
facing our society, and that animals should be protected as subjects of
rights, respecting their vulnerable condition. Discussion, to prevent
and eradicate animal abuse it is not only enough to sanction normes, it
is important to educate from home, educational centers and society.

Resumen

La sociedad sufre distintos tipos de violencia, entre los cuales
encontramos el maltrato de animales domésticos, hechos que por su
naturaleza han permanecido gran tiempo en la impunidad por
diversos aspectos como son: el considerar a los animales como cosas
carentes de proteccion juridica, la aplicacién de sanciones pecuniarias
y las leves penas privativas de libertad para los autores de las distintas
conductas que van desde al abandono hasta la muerte del animal. La
metodologia a utilizar es la revision bibliografica en publicaciones
recientes y documental con las distintas normas juridicas propias de
cada pais referentes a la temética. El método utilizado es descriptivo -
argumentativo, la recoleccion de la informacion parte con la
utilizacion de base de datos, Radalyc, Proquest y Scopus. Resultados
obtenidos constan en la tabla del analisis de las infracciones, sanciones
y penas de América Latina por maltrato animal. Con las conclusiones
se puede evidenciar que, en América Latina el maltrato animal es uno
de los mayores problemas que enfrenta nuestra sociedad, se debe
proteger a los animales como sujetos de derechos respetando su
condicion de vulnerabilidad. Discusion, para prevenir y erradicar el
maltrato animal no solo basta normas sancionadoras, es importante la
educacion desde el hogar, centros educativos y sociedad.
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Introduction

The present research work on the mistreatment of pets arises from the
need to provide free legal advice in all areas of law in an efficient,
effective and quality manner for the defense of equality, freedom, truth
and justice, as a specific objective within the Linkage Project called
Free Legal Advice and Sponsorship executed by the Catholic
University of Cuenca, Law School, La Troncal extension. Cifuentes &
Amariles (2017) in the development of this research, will analyze the
infractions, penalties and fines in Latin America for animal abuse,
violence that with the passage of time has been exercised arbitrarily
despite being considered a crime in several countries, every day is
increasing violent behavior, This kind of disrespect must be prevented
and eradicated definitively, being the co-responsibility of the State and
society, to defend the rights of those non-human living beings, but who
feel pain and suffering when they are victims of violence without any
possibility of defending themselves. Violence against domestic
animals from the starting point of natural law exempts animals as
subjects of law, this ideology has been transformed to a more
iuspositivist conception that admits that beings other than humans
may be subject to protection as holders of rights Garcia (2015).

Different important factors for the mistreatment of domestic animals,
such as: the absence of education aimed at animal welfare should be
raised with the idea of generating in society that animals should not be
mistreated (Mazas & Fernandez, 2016, p.34). Impunity, lack of social
transformation processes, the absence of investigations or prosecution
of cases, generating uncertainty and distrust for citizens denouncing
violations for the protection of animals Quiroz-Guadarrama et al.,
(2013) and Estrada & Pinto (2018).

In general, animals are considered lacking in human dignity, in this
explanatory line they are understood as things, but subject to legal
protection. We must start from the abolition of property over animals
to ensure the recognition of the normative status as subjects of law
Manalich (2018), Quiroz-Guadarrama et al. (2013) indicate that in
various movements that promote animal care as the correct education
of man and the whole society, promoting critical reflections on animal
abuse Perez (2019). There is an authentic and multidimensional
affective relationship with companion animals that is affection, both
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from humans directed to animals and from animals to humans Acero
(2019).

On the other hand, the extremist current would be the elimination of
the characteristic of appropriability on animals and, for this reason,
endow them with autonomy of rights in relation to humans, however,
this would entail industrial affectations, in legal business even in
cultural practices according to Molano & Murcia (2018) Sears et al.
(2018) in Argentina establishes the ill-treatment or hiciere victim of
acts of cruelty to animals. Acts of cruelty, these are repressed from
imprisonment of fifteen days to one year. Brazil punishes the conduct
of suppressing or altering, unduly, in the livestock or herd of others, a
mark or property code sign. With a detention of six months to three
years and a fine, and with imprisonment of two to five years and a fine.
Bolivia punishes cruel treatment and biocide with deprivation of
liberty from six months to five years. A fine of thirty to sixty days or
the rendering of services of three to six months. Chile establishes acts
of animal mistreatment or cruelty with a prison sentence of sixty to
five hundred and forty days and a fine of two to thirty Unidades
Tributarias Mensuales. Colombia typifies crimes against the life,
physical and emotional integrity of animals. It is penalized with
imprisonment from twelve to thirty-six months, special
disqualification from one to three years for the exercise of profession,
trade, office or possession related to animals and a fine of five to sixty
legal monthly minimum wages in force. Cuba punishes the acts of not
informing the sanitary authorities of cases of animals showing
symptoms or suffering from diseases susceptible of being transmitted
to other animals with a fine of three months to one year. Ecuador
typifies infractions as crimes: Injury to animals that are part of the
urban fauna. Sexual abuse of animals that are part of the urban fauna.
Death to an animal that is part of urban fauna. Fights or combats
between dogs or other animals of urban fauna. Contraventions
Regulations: Abandonment of companion animals. For Panyamang et
al. (2018) mistreatment of animals that are part of the scope of urban
fauna. In the crimes the custodial sentences range from two days to
three years and the fines are from one to ten unified basic salaries.
Contraventions are punished with community work from twenty to
one hundred hours without fine.

El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Puerto Rico
and Venezuela classify infractions as follows: minor, serious and very
serious, punishable only by fines.
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Materials and Methods

The methodology used was a bibliographic review of the different
regulatory bodies established in Latin America corresponding to the
mistreatment of domestic animals in the following countries:
Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador,
El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay,
Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic, and Venezuela.

In order to provide more value to the present research, the collection
of indexed articles from international journals in the following
databases was also used: Redalyc, Scopus and Proquest on current
trends in animal abuse. Finally, critical discussion was used with the
objective of establishing criteria on the subject to be dealt with and to
establish the infractions, penalties and fines in Latin America
established in the region under analysis; however, in spite of the
different efforts made by the States, the weaknesses are evident and
above all the increase in violence against domestic animals.

Results

After a thorough analysis of the various laws in Latin American
countries, it is evident that not all of them have specific laws for the
care and protection of animals, however, they are covered by criminal
law as crimes of public and private practice and within administrative
law.

Based on what has been analyzed in the Latin American regulations
regarding the mistreatment of domestic animals, we deduce that
although there are regulations established with the purpose of
recognizing animals' rights as living beings, thus leaving aside the
erroneous ideology that animals are not things devoid of feelings and
sensations, recognizing them as beings deserving of protection.

There is a minimum valuation towards the life of pets, since the
penalties imposed are generally light compared to those imposed for
other acts that do not involve taking a life, we should remember that
all lives matter and even more so when the one who is being taken away
is a being in a state of defenselessness.

After analyzing country by country in Latin America, it can be seen that
they have protective regulations in favor of domestic animals, it was
identified that the typification varies in the criminal field as crimes and
misdemeanors, in the administrative field are established as minor,
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serious and very serious infractions, their penalties range from a
warning, fine to imprisonment. Now, to prevent and eradicate violence
against domestic animals, not only laws are needed, the problem lies
in the culture and education of each country to consider animals as
sentient beings, not as replaceable things. On the other hand, reforms
such as in Ecuador show greater punishments to people who commit
any act against animal rights.

Conclusions

In Latin America, animal abuse is one of the major problems facing
our society. Several countries in the Region are trying in one way or
another to prevent, eradicate and, above all, punish behaviors that
violate the rights of domestic animals, as an example, the regulatory
bodies investigated establish different administrative and criminal
offenses, the former constituting minor, serious and very serious
offenses and the latter typified as public and private offenses and
contraventions.

Since animal abuse is an element that predisposes to social violence,
the State and society must work together to eradicate animal abuse
because when it is intentionally exercised by mentally unstable people
it constitutes a threat to both non-humans and humans, and we must
not be indifferent to the violation of the rights of defenseless beings
who are under our guardianship and care. Finally, we conclude by
affirming that the importance of the establishment and above all
compliance by all members of a nation of laws that protect those who
are part of this vulnerable group lies in the fact that the way in which
animals are treated by a State speaks of the moral progress that it has
constituted as humanity; respect for life in all its forms is synonymous
with greatness.
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